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Dear Colleagues,

                                                                       31ST July 2013

Report back on Meeting held at Ascot Park Hospital Board Room,

On 10th July 2013 at 7 for 7.30pm

      1. Apologies received from Prof Y K Seedat, Dr Mzukizi Grootboom, Prof Jerry(Hoosen) Coovadia, Prof Thanyani Mariba, Dr Gitesh Rampersadh, Dr May Mashego.

Dr Sibongiseni M.Dhlomo (KZN Minister of Health) was present but had to leave early.

        2. Agenda. To brainstorm ideas/ suggestions as to how UNB-UKZN-ATR can be commemorated, as an institution, by way of recognizing and documenting the role it played over the years in the genesis of our newly- found democracy in the S. A. of today.

 3. Summary of meeting.
    a) Committee formed during recent reunion( in April) to liase with Natal Coastal Branch of SAMA subcommittee re: this commemoration initiative.

Action to be facilitated by Jacob (Dr Mphatswe) of the SAMA Natal Coastal Branch, who will work closely with Faruk (Dr M F Mahomed). Invite all interested individuals to next such meeting. Suggestion to have next such meeting during the day (eg. A Saturday afternoon) to enable better attendance; or early in the morning (8h30) on a weekday; or at 17.00hrs on a week day. This said committee to liase with key individuals in the other 8 provinces; and class reunion representatives, so that we have a well co-ordinated national effort. Contact outside S.A. has already been established via few individuals abroad (in USA.UK, Australia, New Zealand, Swaziland). Dr NkosazanaDlamini Zuma has offered to assist in Africa as best as she can, via her office in the AU. Dept of internationam Affairs to be contacted as well. To discuss this aspect with Ayanda Ntsaluba (Action by Faruk).
     b) Agreed format of commemoration. Written form. To compile a book in chapter form from inception until now. Suggestions here are highly welcome.
Story telling by as many colleagues as possible. These stories will then be collected and put together in chapter form. Need photographs as well. 

MEC S.Dhlomo very passionate about this initiative. Suggestion to involve Dr Deena Padayachee and his writing skills. Some books have been written apparently, and one such author is being followed up by Deena. Stories to embody experiences of all medical graduates, their ex-teachers, those medical students who lived at ATR, also non- medical students who lived at ATR, staff at UNB-ATR and at UKZN.
    c) Finances This initiative : In addition to dedication, hard work,the time factor, good co-ordination, etc.; will need substantial finances. Sources to be explored: SAMA National Office; Ministers of Health; Science and Technology; Arts and Culture;and also, the business sector and UKZN as well.

d)General  To encourage convening of similar meetings in all the provinces. To be followed up by Faruk and Jacob. Assistance here offered by Ismail Dada who will focus mostly on those medical students who qualified in his era (the very early set of graduates). Similar assistance also offered by Dr Cecil Manitshana for period (1973(1978) and by Prof Lucas Mohlala, as well.
 Need more colleagues and ex-teachers to take this project to the next phase.Send in your suggestions and enthusiasm to participate.

 To convene next meeting in August(by 3rd week). Try to get a report back from Deena, in terms of what has been written thus far. Similar information to be obtained from Prof M. R.Haffejee (MR) who has shown much interest in this endeavour.

Many thanks toKZN MEC Health (Dr S.M.Dhlomo) and the other colleaguesfor attending.

Heartfelt gratitude to Vishnu Ramperthab and his team for providing the snacks and drinks and making the Ascot Park Board Room available.Much appreciated
Meeting declared closed at 9.30pm

Many regards,

 Forward to the next reunion in 2015 and to our serious commemoration efforts. All big initiatives start off as small ventures. Yes we can!

Dr M F Mahomed (Faruk)

Cell: 0832311137

