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Profile of Guest Speaker
Peter Collett did his first degree at UKZN
Pietermaritzburg, where he majored in Psychology and
Economics (1964 – 1966). He played rugby for Maritzburg’s
1st XV, was a member of the SRC and was involved in student
politics. In 1967 he did an Honours at UCT and the following
year he began a doctorate in Psychology at Oxford University.
After graduating in 1972 he was offered a research
post in the Department of Experimental Psychology at
Oxford, where he spent the next three decades doing research,
tutoring undergraduates and supervising postgraduates.
For the past decade or so he’s been involved in writing,
consultancy and presenting TV programmes. He lives in
Oxford with his wife, who’s also a psychologist, and they
have two daughters, both of whom are students.

Overview of the Presentation
Nelson Mandela was unique, not only because he was a
man of resolute principle and extraordinary magnanimity, but
because he was able to connect with people at a personal and
emotional level. In this talk, Peter Collett sets out to explore
Mandela’s personal appeal and to examine the vital role that
aspects of behaviour like facial expression, posture, gesture
and tone of voice play in domestic and international politics.
Presenting clips from his TV programmes, Peter shows
that while some nonverbal signals are deliberate, others are
unintentional
and
therefore
more
revealing.
In
politicians’
attempts
to
come
across
as
powerful and approachable, it’s often their body
language that determines whether they succeed or fail.

